Three basic cuts. (IMAGE COURTESY OF THE USFS)
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Top cut
Trim branches STRAIGHT CUT or wedge
flush with trunk
rather than
remove large tree.

Vertical
Clearing
Limit 10’

/

Remove small
trees.

Leave logs
below 2’ above Rolls away
the level of the COMPOUND CUT

tread.
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Horizontal Clearing Limit 8

Clear to 8’ wide for all brush
and logs above 2’ off the ground.

OFFSET CUT

B Look out for spring poles (trees or limbs

that are held down by other trees.) Spring poles can
release with great force, causing serious injuries. Make
a series of small cuts on the inside of the bend when
severing a spring pole. (IMAGE COURTESY OF THE USFS)

HAZARDOUS
SPRING POLES

trail corridor

travel way

clearing limits
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Cutter teeth cut two parallel lines

in a log; rakers rake out the wood

in between.

4—— trail tread ——
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