NEW SIERRA NEVADA
WILDERNESS F0OD

STORAGE MAP AVAILABLE

By Adam Barnett, PCT Operations
Coordinator, U.S. Forest Service
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The U.S. Forest Service and the National Park Service

have published a new map describing black bear food storage
requirements in the Sierra Nevada of California. The map covers
the Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) between Kennedy Meadows (on the
southern edge of the South Sierra Wilderness) and Sonora Pass
(on the northern boundary of the Emigrant Wilderness.) Depicted
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are areas where hikers and equestrians must use bearresistant food
canisters or food storage lockers (bear boxes), where they can rent Y

the canisters, and the locations of bear boxes.
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SR ) Wilderness Food Storage
: : Requirements

Wondering where the use of bear-
resistant food canisters or food stor-
age lockers is mandated in the Sierra
Nevada! This new map, available at
Sierra visitor centers and as a free
download from www.SierraWildBear.
gov, shows you.

To avoid negative 2
encounters with bears

while visiting the

Sierra Nevada wilderness:

& WEVER give food 10 a bear
& Carry and use a food vorage canister”
thal is approved by the Sierra inleragency
Black Bear Gioup (www. ueirawildbear got
W Erviare that all of voui Food, ofletre, and
traah it in the canister. MOST negative bear
sncounten atour dus 10 overfiow food
Ta da this
& Remove all your food and todlewries from
thusir original packaging in reduce bulk
& Pack your Cannie belone leaving the peimit
aiffice 0o e sure that all s fic inide.
& During your wip, be pae that vour food, toileries, and
traih are wioned properky 3 ail imes sed That your canister

i cliied progeily - bears afe actiee 74 Bsurs, diy snd aght
& 1 you do wee & bear, do not aggroach it

While nat everyane will encounter bears in the wild,
everyone has an opportunity 1o save bears by keeping them wild.

Proger Tood sborage requined eeelpwiere.

Canissers are requined in [

showen o this mag, and strongly

recommended in all other areas.
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or maps; its focus is food storage infor-

mation, not navigation.
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In addition to being a single ﬁ?:"uu
source for Sierra Nevada food storage = - | T
regulations, the new Food Storage 2 =
; Requirements map shows food storage  ~ u L
locker locations, bear canister rental = _kg__.*"r_
outlets, trail heads, and developed ’%’E’_{
[ campsites. The map is not, however, # ;'“}
© " a substitute for your other guidebooks :,. Y
ol I

“The Sierra Nevada Wilderness Food Storage Map
is the first comprehensive food storage information
source for the entire Sierra range,” says Rob Mason,
Wilderness Manager for the High Sierra Ranger District
of the Sierra National Forest. “It was produced to help
Sierra wilderness visitors more easily determine where
different types of food storage are required and, in par-
ticular, where bear canisters are required.”

Mason adds that the map “will be especially helpful
for PCT and John Muir Trail thru-hikers who previ-
ously had to navigate through a complex web of agency
Web sites and other information sources to figure out
where canisters were required and where food storage
lockers were located.”

The map is the result of hiker requests for a
single source of information on food storage regula-
tions. The members of the Sierra Interagency Black
Bear Group, Mason, and Forest Service cartographer
Daniel Spring cooperated to produce the map.

“Ultimately, the map is designed to protect and pre-
serve wild black bears,” says Mason. “By keeping bears
wild, visitors are protecting the very essence of what
defines much of the visitor’s experience in the Sierra
and on the PCT: the wild and untamed character of
this spectacular wilderness.”

The new map is available online at www.
SierraWildBear.gov. This Web site also provides cur-
rent information on which bear resistant food canisters
are approved for use in National Parks and National
Forests in the Sierra Nevada. Interested hikers and
equestrians can download the map and view it on-
screen or can print it. Also, hikers and equestrians can
obtain a paper version at visitor centers that rent bear
canisters.
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